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Malaysia is part of the Regional Plan of Action
(RPOA-IUU) to Promote Responsible Fishing
Practices Including Combating Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated Fishing in the Region.

Malaysia is not yet to become a party to two key
international agreements aimed at combatting IUU
fishing. Namely, the UN Fish Stocks Agreement
(UNFSA) and the FAO Port State Measure
Agreement (PSMA).



In order to become party to these agreements
Malaysia recognizes the urgent need to review its
law to identify gaps or omissions with a view to
bringing its national legislation in line with
international law.
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IOTC PORT STATE MEASURES (PSM)

§ Malaysia has been a member of the Indian Ocean Tuna
Commission (IOTC) in 1998 and has been actively a
member country in 2004 until now.

§ In 2010, aware of the powerful and cost effective
compliance tool of Port States measures to combat IUU
fishing activities in the Indian Ocean, the IOTC adopted
a resolution on Port State measures to prevent, deter
and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing (IOTC Resolution 10/11 on PSMR, superseded
by Resolution 16/11).



§ The resolution, which entered into force on 1st

March 2011, is inspired by the 2009 FAO
Agreement on Port State Measures but placed in
the context of the IOTC mandate.

§ The Port State competent authority (fisheries
administration) of the Coastal CPCs of the IOTC,
where foreign vessels offload tuna and tuna like
species or call into port to use port services, are
responsible for the implementation of the
resolution.

IOTC PORT STATE MEASURES (PSM)



IOTC PORT STATE MEASURES (PSM)



DESIGNATED PORT FOR TUNA LANDING

§ Penang Port, Penang
§ Langkawi Port, Kedah



APPOINTED  16 PORT INSPECTORS

Port Inspectors have joined Training
Capacity Building for Ports Inspectors
compliance IOTC Resolution and PSM on
16-18 December 2016 in Phuket.
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Role agencies implementation of IOTC PSM 
No. Agency Role

1 Department of Fisheries Malaysia 
(DOFM)

Lead authority responsibility to implement Port State 
Measures described in the IOTC Resolution 10/11. 

Receive requests to enter port (AREP), conduct inspections, 
allow/deny use of port services. 

Inspect fish and fish products to ensure compliance with 
relevant national standards, laws and regulations.

Investigate and enforce national laws.

2 Port Authority Receive requests to enter port, control entry into port, 
manage berthing and use of port facilities and services. 

3 RMP (Marine Police), MMEA & NAVY Investigate and enforce national laws. 

4 Immigration Inspect identification documents showing nationality of 
master and crew, and ensure validity of documentation. The 
role of Immigration officers is to ensure that immigration 
legislation is enforced. 

5 CUSTOMS Inspect and provide customs clearance for fish, fish products 
and other items to be landed or transhipped in port. 
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NPOA-IUU
launched in 2013- key feature is inter-agency Cooperation in 
handling the request to use of ports by foreign fishing vessels



ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 
INVOLVED IN MCS
PROGRAMME IN MALAYSIA
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ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 
INVOLVED IN MCS
PROGRAMME IN MALAYSIA
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STANDARD OPERATING 
PROCEDURE TO 

HANDLE FOREIGN 
FISHING VESSEL THAT 
HAVE ENGAGED IN IUU 

FISHING WHEN 
ENTERING MALAYSIAN 

PORTS



2013
NO VESSEL NOTES
1 MV Tiantai/MV Keshan (formerly MV Baiyangdian) – Feb & 

Mar 2013; Apr & Jul 2013;
• Prosecuted by MMEA under Sec. 491B(1)(L) Merchant 

Shipping Ordinance (MSO) 1952;
• Fined RM50,000 by Magistrate Court on April 2013;
• Detained by Dept. Of Marine (Southern Region) on 

21/05/13 under Sec. 453(2) MSO 1952, due to "major 
deficiencies“ founded by Marine Dept. of Malaysia;

• Released on 11/02/14.
• Reported sanked on 29 Mar 2014 about 350 nm North of 

Antarctic Mainland.

2014
NO VESSEL NOTES
2 FV Taishan (formerly Wanquan) – May 2014 • Prosecuted by MMEA under Sec. 491B(1)(L) MSO 1952;

• Fined RM50,000 by Magistrate Court on April 2014.

3 FV MING No.5 – Jun 2014 § Prosecuted in court by MMEA Under Sec.16(3) Malaysia’s 
Fisheries Act 1985

§ “PLEADED GUILTY” on 18 June 2014
§ Fined RM200,000

COMBATING IUU FISHING (FROM CCAMLR AREA)
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2015
NO VESSEL NOTES

4 FV Viking (IMO 8713391) – 14 Mar 
2015 / 1 Oct 2015

• Prosecuted by MMEA under Sec. 16 Fisheries Act 1985;
• Fined RM200,000 in default 3 months imprisoned by 

Magistrate Court on 7 April 2015;
• The Master was sent to prisoned for failed to pay the 

fined.
• 19 May 2015, the master paid his fine and was released. 

5 FV Perlon – 6 May 2015 q On the 10th Jun 2015, all FV Perlon Crews had been 
charged under Section 15(2) Fisheries Act 1985.

q Master FV Perlon had additional charged under section 
16(3) Fisheries Act 1985. 

q All Asia Link crews were charged under section 20 
Fisheries Act 1985.

q Prosecution at Kota Tinggi Session Court – all pleaded
NOT guilty. 

q On 7th July 2015 master & crew Asia Link pleaded guilty 
and were fined RM400,000.

q On 2nd August, all crew FV Perlon pleaded guilty for the 
charges. They were fined RM1.595 mil & the cargo was 
auctioned at RM5 mil & proceeds forfeited by 
Government of Malaysia.

COMBATING IUU FISHING (FROM CCAMLR AREA)
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ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ROLES
1 Department of Fisheries 

Malaysia (DOFM)
§ Received the information – location & route etc. of IUU vessel  

from AFMA & RPOA Sec. & disseminate to other enforcement 
agencies e.g. MMEA;

§ Confirmed the followings:
• NO notification under Sec. 16(3) Fisheries Act 1985;
• NO prior notification under Sec. 15(2) Fisheries Act 1985;
• NO approval under Sec. 20 Fisheries Act 1985;
• FV Perlon is a fishing vessel thru inspection & verified by 

authorized engineer and fishing gear expert;
• The fish species – Patagonian Toothfish thru DNA test 

conducted by Fisheries Research Institute and 
Department of Chemistry Malaysia.

2 Malaysian Maritime 
Enforcement Agency 
(MMEA)

§ Received the information from DOFM and other sources;
§ Conducted inspection and arrest;
§ Investigation – gathering information;
§ Prosecution;
§ Sharing information with other enforcement agencies.

THE ROLE OF DOFM & MMEA IN HANDLING CASE 
OF IUU VESSEL FV PERLON
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Coordination inter-agencies

§ National High Level Committee IUU Fishing
( chaired by Secretary General, MOA)

§ Working Committee IUU Fishing( chaired by 
Director General, DOF)

§ Both committee involving all related agencies 



Cooperation inter-agencies

§ Task Force Committee between DOF-
MMEA & High Level committee between
DOF-MMEA

§ Task force committee between DOF-
RMP
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HUMAN CAPACITY BUILDING

Involve various agencies:
DOFM,
MMEA,
Royal Malaysia Police,
Royal Customs,
Marine Dept.,
Port Authorities & etc.

“Port Inspector Training 
Workshop for PSM 

Implementation to Combat 
IUU Fishing” (AFMA & 
DOFM) (8-12 Jun 2015)

at Johor Bahru, Malaysia



NATIONAL WORKSHOP TRAINING ON THE USE OF THE E-PSM 
APPLICATION 21-25 NOVEMBER 2016, Pulau Pinang

Joined Regional Training on Port State Measures Implementation 
in Southeast Asia in Bangkok, 20-23 February 2018

Inspector Training Workshop on the FAO Port State Measures 
Agreement 7-11 Jun 2011, Johor Bahru

Regional Training on the IOTC E-PSMA Application, 11-26 June 
2015 Mozambique

Training Capacity Building for Ports Inspectors compliance IOTC Resolution
and PSM on 16-18 December 2016 in Phuket.



List of Training 2014:

1.SEAFDEC- On-site Training & Workshop on Offshore & High 
Sea Fisheries Management & Reducing IUU Fishing Activities 
(4-6 February 2014 in Perlis)

2.DOFM & IOTC - Capacity Building on The Conservation & 
Management Measures of IOTC (17-20 September 2014 in 
Putrajaya)

3.DOFM & IOTC - Training Course on the Implementation of 
the IOTC Resolution 10/11 on PSM (22-26 September 2014 
in Kuantan)

CAPACITY BUILDING
(2014 & 2015)
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MALAYSIA’S STANCE TOWARD PORT 
STATE MEASURES AGREEMENT???

• Conduct gap analysis on legal, 
operational, institutional  and policy

• Cost & Benefit Analysis

• Roadmap with reasonable timeframe 
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